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Introduction

“The Holy Blessed One took the first human andspasbefore all the
trees in the Garden of Eden, said, “See my wortg; tine and excellent
they are! All that | created, | created for you.fleet on this, and do not
corrupt or desolate my world, for if you do, thevi#l be no one to repair it
after you.” (Midrash Ecclesiastes Rabbah 7:13)

Our Earth is now in urgent need of repair. Incred8mding, the spread of
tropical disease, and the rise in world refugeesy-tre profound religious
issues for the people of our world. Human consuonpdf energy has influ-
enced the speed of climate change. The impaceséthhanges will be felt
by all nations, all races, all faith traditionsir@hte change will have a pro-
found impact on our children and all future gerieret.

Temple Emanuel and our sister religious institigicgpresent a powerful
force for positive action in the faith-based enmirtental movement. We
can do many things, individually and collectively,demonstrate the values
and benefits of ecological stewardship, and to erage governments at all
levels to take positive action to address the ehglts of creating a sustain-
able planet for humanity.

We've designed th&reen Shalom Action Guide provide every Temple
family a set of ecologically responsible actionsrfaking our homes more
environmentally friendly. We’'ve included lists ofeellent resources and
references, both secular and Judaic, for learrdogiathe historic connec-
tion between Judaism and caring for the Earth fanfirthering our under-
standing about practical contributions to Earthvatelship, so we may pre-
serve our natural world for future generations.

This Guide, prepared by the Green Shalom commiteiedicated to
Rabbi Warren G. Stone, in honor of his 18 (chadrgeof spiritual and envi-
ronmental leadership at Temple Emanuel.

May God grant us all a bright and sustainable &jtand may our collective
labors bear fruit in the countless sustainablethaté as a congregation
adopt as a result of our growing awareness of humpact on the natural
world and the imperative to act thoughtfully andiclily to reverse climate
change.

Al Grant and De Herman, Co-chairs
Green Shalom Committee
November 2006



Dedication

Rabbi Stone is recognized nationally and interna-
tionally for his commitment and dedication to pro-
moting environmental stewardship. Through his
teachings and actions, he has educated and inspired
our Temple community to understand and address
the ecological issues and challenges facing human-
ity in maintaining the quality of life on our plane

for our children and future generations.

His actions and accomplishments in promoting en-
vironmental stewardship during these years in-
clude:

1989-1990

Planted seeds of Temple Emanuel’s environmentaiteffLed a prayer ser-
vice on Judaism and the Earth with members of TerBphanuel and other
Washington, D.C., area Jewish communities in fofrthe United States
Capitol for the celebration of the 20th anniversairgarth Day, 1990.
Helped develop the Green Shalom Committee.

1992
Endorsed Green Shalom committee’s proposed enventahpolicy for
Temple Emanuel.

1993

Became a founding board member of the seminal bewitorella organiza-
tion, the Coalition on the Environment and Jewigfe (COEJL), newly or-
ganized as part of the National Religious Partriprsh the Environment.
He continues to represent this national group.

1997

Represented the Union of Reform Judaism (URJ)Atherican Jewish
Congress (AJC), and the World Union for Progresdassry (WUPJ) as the
sole Jewish United Nations representative at theFeidnework Conven-
tion on Climate Change meetings in Kyoto, Japarere/the famous Kyoto
Protocol was designed. He blew the shofar at thidezence and spoke
with world religious leaders at Kyoto’s largest Bilist temple on behalf of
the UN.



1998

Named national co-chair of the Religious CampagarForest Conserva-
tion. For nearly a decade, he led a group of iatérfclergy coming to
Washington for meetings about wilderness issuds mémbers of Con-
gress, White House staff, and the World Bank.

Appointed the founding Chair of the Environmentah@nittee of the Cen-
tral Conference of American Rabbis (CCAR). CCARztdd resolutions
on a Jewish approach to energy policy, wildernessfarest conservation,
global climate change, and the Arctic wildernesaar

1999

Joined President Bill Clinton and other religionsl &nvironmental leaders
for a trip to George Washington National Forestritoounce a sweeping
initiative to protect America'’s forests, includittte Tongass Forest in
Alaska, the nation’s largest.

2000

Co-chaired Senate press conferences with Senateplddieberman and
the Chief of the Gwich’in Native American nationrioshg the congressional
battle to preserve the Arctic National Wildlife Begve.

2004

Served on a task force for the District of ColumBreergy Office’s Green
Faith Initiative, resulting in th&reen Faith Guidean action manual pub-
lished for all 600-plus religious communities of $iangton, D.C.

2006

Led an interfaith delegation to the World Bank witlke ad-hoc Religiou-
Coalition on Creation Care, which he co-chairece Tdligious leaders
asked the World Bank to address issues of clintsage and seek funding
for alternative energy projects in developing coiest

Served on the Interfaith Advisory Board of the Waél Environmental
Trust on safeguarding endangered species, pragduitialiversity, and con-
fronting other environmental challenges



Rabbi Stone explains his love of nature as follows:

"l grew up along the waters on the south shore of Boston and
regularly went on trips to the seashores of Cape Cod and Maine.

| loved wilderness areas as a boy and went to camp in the woods
and mountains of Maine for many years. My father and | would
frequently go horseback riding through miles of blue woods. My
home backed a forested landscape, and | would spend hours find-
ing creatures, new plants, caves, and natural wonders. We had
cherry, pear, and apple trees in my backyard, which | helped pick
every year as well. We also had a summer place on an island off
the coast of Cape Cod. At sunrise with my brother and sisters, |
would go out to the sand dunes at low tide to find amazing sea-
shells and creatures. My second love was Jewish life, the cele-
bration of Shabbat, and my connections to the Jewish community.
| believe my deepest spirituality as a Rabbi and a Jew came from
these places.

"Elaine and | lived on the Maine shore and visited many islands in
Casco Bay before | served synagogues along the California coast
and by the Gulf of Mexico in Corpus Christi. We lived along the
bay of the Gulf and | frequently went out to Padre Island National
Wildlife Refuge to watch the whooping cranes on their migration.

| enjoyed taking my children along the water and watching the
sand cranes and gulf birds. The sea breeze was constant.

"Love of nature has always been a part of my life, and in our area
I have enjoyed Great Falls, the Chesapeake Bay, and our back-
yard, Rock Creek Park. In my life travels, | have always sought
out places of natural beauty from the Sahara Desert of Tunisia to
the seaside fishing villages of Italy and the hills of Jerusalem over-
looking the Judean desert. | regularly go to retreats along Big Sur
and feel the spiritual power of the place--its wild ocean, rugged
cliffs, and deep blue sky resonate with my soul.”
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Inspirational Readings

For many years, Temple Emanuel has included ingpiral environmental
readings at High Holy Day services. Here are a favorite readings, in-
cluding an original poem by Rabbi Stone. Pleasel tb@m now and visit
them again. May you be inspired by their messages.

A Tu b’Shvat Prayer for Creation
By Rabbi Warren G. Stone

Source of Creation and Life of the Universe
we gather together on Tu b’Shvat,
as Jews of conscience,
with a deep spirltband to your natural wonders,
to affimmd preserve creation.

We are grateful for creation in all its majesty;
the ever-flowing waters,
the azure blue skies,
the complex lifeedrth’s forests,
the mytief life’s forms--

amoebae and falcon
black-footed ferret and wild turkey,
human being and soaring eagle.

The life of all creatures and our own lives are One
profoundly dependent upon each other.

We call our ancient scroll of wisdom
the Torah, an “eytz chaim,” a tree o [if
for it, like the Earth’s grdatests, sustains us.
Torah teaches us theation,
in itsegt diversity,
is harmoniously interconnected.



Like the trees, we too need strong and deep rootsdurishment.

The uplifted branches of trees pointuo foture.
God, let us be strong, as strong as ancient trees.
The Psalmist was right when he said, “Like a the@ted by the waters,
we shall not be moved.”
We are grateful for the life we are lent.

We pledge to lift up our voices

both in praise of You andiefense of your Creation.
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Selection chosen by De Fischler Herman

You need only ask the beasts,

and they will teach you,

the birds of the sky

they will tell you,

or speak with the earth

it will teach you,

the fish of the sea will tell you stories.
Job 12:7-8

Selection chosen by Al Grant

| believe, with a deep and abiding faith, thasiaiholy act to walk barefoot
in the grass and occasionally roll down a soft gydsll.
| believe, with a deep an abiding faith, that iaiBoly act to sleep outdoors,
under the canopy of heaven.
| believe, with a deep and abiding faith, thasiaiholy act to watch the sun
come up over the ocean...
| believe, with a deep and abiding faith, thasiaiholy act to stand in an
open meadow on a clear, starry night.
| believe, with a deep and abiding faith, thasiaiholy act to climb a
mountain.
| believe, with a deep and abiding faith, thasiaiholy act to sit among the
branches of a tree.
| believe, with a deep and abiding faith, thasiaiholy act to swim in a lake
or a river or an ocean or a bay and feel your saghported by water.
| believe, with a deep and abiding faith, thasiaiholy act to take a great
gulp of country air at night or after a rainfall.
| believe, with a deep and abiding faith, thasiaiholy act to jump into
great piles of crunchy autumn leaves.
| believe, with a deep and abiding faith, thasiaiholy act to build sandcas-
tles and feel the sand run through your fingerssdipcoetween your toes.
| believe, with a deep and abiding faith, thasiaiholy act to plant vegeta-
bles and herbs or simply dig in dirt.
| believe, with a deep and abiding faith, thasiaiholy act to dance bare-
foot in the moonlight, see the horizon, witnesaiabbow, ... hug a tree,
touch the sky.

— “Nature, Spirit, Body” by Shira Dicker



"It is not enough to care about environmental isssiech as climate
change, forest devastation and environmental tisre@mtlean water,
air and seas. Now let every religious instituti®@cbme a true beacon
to our communities illustrating by our actions aexhmple our spiri-
tual commitment to our earth and its threatened mded resources."

From the Green Shalom committee and the entire Teemp
Emanuel congregation, we say to you, our belovdibRa
Warren Stone, “Kol haKavod!” (lit. “All the respett In
other words, “Job well done!” or “Way to go!”)



A History of Green Shalom at Temple Emanuel

Here’s a capsule summary of Temple Emanuel’s éietsyiactions, and ac-
complishments in environmental stewardship durheggdast 18 years.

1989-1990
Greening campaign began at Temple Emanuel alon§idmrei
Adamah (Guardians of the Earth) of the WashingtoeaARabbi Stone
and Temple members led Jewish ecology and Yom HaSéervice in
front of the United States Capitol on the Natioxiall on the 20th anni-
versary of Earth Day, April 22, 1990.

1990-1992
Committee member Susan Hoffmann coined the namen@balom
for the committee.

Temple Emanuel’'s Board of Trustees adopted Greato8t's pro-
posed environmental policy for the synagogue.

Committee members organized Mother’s Earth Dayeamgfestival
with speakers, vendors, and music.

Committee received Fein award from the Union of Acan Hebrew
Congregations for efforts to “green” the synagoguneluding a recy-
cling program, eliminating styrofoam products ie #itchen, teaching
Judaism and ecology in the religious school, daingnergy audit of
the building, and organizing Mother’s Earth Day.

1993-2002
Organized a whale watch trip

Participated in process to redesign bimah
Installed a solar-powered ner tamid (eternal light)

Led a Chesapeake Bay Foundation (CBF) trip fogi@lis school stu-
dents on the Potomac and Anacostia Rivers

Toured the state-of-the-art CBF headquarters

Sponsored interfaith cleanups of the stream alosgsigton Parkway
Led an interfaith walk through the National Catledjardens

Taught a Judaism and Ecology course

Contributed green ideas to architect’s plans foagpgue expansion

Showed films, such &lue Viny| Breaking AwayandWe Are All
Smith Islanders
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Led annual Tu b’Shvat seders and Green Shalom &habtvices for
congregation

Presented speakers on such topics as EPA’s Ensagprdgram,
Judaism and energy policy, and climate change

2003-2004
Temple became a partner of the EPA Energy Star&mopr
Congregations

Synagogue renovation completed with “green” improgats, includ-
ing extensive use of fluorescent lighting, recyced renewable build-
ing products, and partial use of wind-generatedtetepower

Designed, planted, and dedicated a biblically ireghgarden, Gan
HaTorah

Board of Trustees adopted revised Temple Emanugtdmental
Policy statement

2004-2005
Led Green Shalom Shabbat on global warming in thes@peake
region

Co-ordinated Tu b’Shvat seder and play conductesthygrade
Religious School class

Led Green Shalom Shabbat on Anacostia River ré&ioraroject with
invited speaker from the Religious Partnershiptfier Anacostia

Hosted 100 visitors to Temple Emanuel from COERBIl®ome Insti-
tute

2005-2006
Reform Judaism magazine, summer issue, featuregl€damanuel’s
environmental activism with article entitled “Théagy”

Temple Emanuel received Creation Care Award froenNhational Reli-
gious Partnership on the Environment “in recognitod faithful, crea-
tive and exemplary efforts in caring for creation”

Organized a brunch on socially and ecologicallpoesible investing

Partnered with Carbonfund.org to offset 220,000nplswper year of
carbon emissions by supporting reforestation ptsjttat reduce CO2
emissions and benefit ecosystems, soil erosioraamdal habitats

Established a monthly Green Shalom table to sles@urces and sell
compact fluorescent bulbs and other green products

Screened the film “An Inconvenient Truth” on Yompigur to a stand-
ing-room-only crowd of more than 100
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Recommended Actions—Part |

The recommendations in this section focus primamiyactions to conserve

energy and reduce global warming. They are largégpted from the boo

An Inconvenient Truttby Al Gore, and are grouped into four categories:

1) Consume Less, Conserve More (Individuaighs)
2) Save Energy at Home (Family Actions)

3) Get Around on Less (Transportation Actions)
4) Be a Catalyst for Change (Advocacy Actions)

Consume Less, Conserve More

Consume Les8uy less...make do longer with what you have...before
buying, ask if you really need it? (www.newdrearg)o

Buy Things that LasProduce less waste and reduce emissions by ctip

durable rather than disposable items, and by riegaiather than discarding

(www.epa.gov/msw/reduce.htm; www.freecycle.org)

~

0Si

Pre-cycle, Reducing Waste Before You:Eihyoose products that use recgy-

cled packaging...packaging waste makes up one-thiodropollut-
ing landfills (www.environmentaldefense.org/articken?contentid=2194)

Recycle Reduces pollution and saves natural resourcelsidimg precious
trees that absorb carbon dioxide (www.epa.gov/epadson-hw/
municipal/recycle.htm)

Don’t Waste Paperit takes 500,000 trees...an entire forest...to prewid
with our Sunday papers each week...use cloth towetsl bath sides of

paper...and get off junk mail lists (www.dmaconsunangoffmailinglist.
html)

Bag Your Groceries and Other Purchases in a Reasabte Americans
go through 100 billion grocery bags each year...reastup in landfills
and habitats (www.reusablebags.com)

CompostOrganic materials rotting in landfills account fme-third of
man-made methane emissions (www.mastercompostgr,com

12




Carry Your Own Refillable Bottle for Water and QtBeveragesSingle-
use plastic bottles require significant energy sesurces to produce...
more water is used to produce a single-use plastite than will fill it
(www.grrn.org/beverage/refillables/index.html)

Eat Less MeatMeat takes far more fossil-fuel energy and otlespurces
than other protein sources (www.epa.gov/methaméfaig.html)

Buy Local Eating food that doesn’t have to travel far isrfeore carbon ef-
ficient (www.climatebiz.com/sections/news_detath@NewsID=27338)

Purchase Carbon Offsetsto reduce/eliminate your personal carbon foat-
print (www.NativeEnergy.com/climatecrisis)

Use Native Plants, Don’'t Over-water or Over-feddi Install Rain Barrels
or a Rain GardenKeep rainwater and pollutants from running oftiytot
(www.potomacriver.org/arbc/raingardens. htittp://rainbarrelguide.com/

Save Energy at Home

Choose Energy-Efficiency Lightingsingcompact fluorescent light bulbs
is an easy, cost-effective way to reduce energyarsergy costs, and green-
house gas emissions (www.efi.org; www.nolico.conéeaergy/)

Choose Energy-Efficient Appliances When Making RewchasesSave
money over time, and reduce green-house-gas emss@avw.energystar.
gov/products)

Properly Operate and Maintain Your Appliancé&ake your new and older
appliances more energy-efficient with regular ciegrand proper location
(http://aceee.org/consumerguide/chklist.htm)

Heat and Cool Your House Efficientiteating and cooling accounts for
45% of a household’s total energy use. Changesotiple of degrees add
up to real energy savings.

Insulate Your HouseEliminating drafts and insulating hot water pipes
saves energy use and costs (www.simplyinsulate.com)

Get a Home Energy Audito do it yourself, visit www.energyguide.com
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Reduce Standby Power Was28% of the energy a television uses is con
sumed when it is not even powem@d so unplug when not in use (www.
powerint.com/greenroom/faqs/htm)

Switch to Green PoweMore people are electing to use energy created by
cleaner sources, such as sun, wind, and biomasw.@ene.energy.gov/
consumer.renewable_energy)

Get Around on Less
Walk, Bike, Carpool, and Take Mass Transit Wher@gssible Avoiding

20 miles of single person driving each week elirréad.,000 pounds of ca
bon emissions each year.

Drive Smarter A car’s fuel economy drops sharply above 55 mjles
hour...regular maintenance improves performance (Muwekeconomy.gov/
feg/driveHabits.shtml)

TelecommuteEliminate driving one or more times each week sawk en-
ergy, air, and water pollution (www.telcoa.org)

Be a Catalyst for Change

Learn More About Climate Change and Share WhatRfww With Others
(www.ucsusa.org/gobal_warming; www.stopglobalwaigning)

Consider the Impact of Your Investmemtsest in companies, products, and
projects that address climate change and otheaisability actions (www.
socialinvest.org/areas/research)

Take Political ActionUrge your elected officials to support measuhes t
have a positive impact on local streams, air guadihdthe climate crisis.
(www.lcv.org/scorecard; www.ci.seattle.wa.us/magiamate)

Support an Environmental Grop/ww.coejl.org; www.hazon.org; Www.
tevacenter.org)
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Recommended Actions—Part Il

This section provides additional recommended astibat address other
dimensions of environmental stewardship. They ideiu

1) Minimizing Your Home’s Environmental Impact

2) Making Your Diet Earth friendly

3) Gardening, Naturally

4) Keeping Toxic Materials Out of the Wastee8tn

5) Keeping Our Waters Clean

Minimize Your Home’s Environmental Impact

When buying a house or locating a business, tlgdate in already urban
suburban, close-in areas if possible. www.smartgramerica.org

Consider how much space you really need beforelingila new home or
renovating. Consider using recycled building maitsrisuch as are avail
able at Amicus Green Building Center 4080A Howaredue, Kensing-
ton, MD www.amicusgreen.com/v1l/index.htm

Use a contractor familiar with the EPA’s EnergyrJtames Program.
www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=home_improvement.
hm_improvement_index

Get ideas by visiting the exhibit “The Green Houdew Directions in
Sustainable Architecture and Design” at the Nali@uilding Museum
through June 3, 2007

directory.greenbuilder.com/search.gbpro

Preserve trees that absorb carbon dioxide, prehdde, and prevent soi
erosion.

Avoid paving with water-impermeable materials tduee storm runoff.
nbm.org/Exhibits/greenHouse2/greenHouse.htm
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Make Your Diet Earth Friendly

Eat low on the food chain (a plant-based dietvmicibio-accumulated
toxics and make most efficient use of energy. Gisrsinaking at least
some of your meals vegetarian. www.cspinet.org; wemishveg.com/
recipes.html

Grow fruits, vegetables, and herbs in your own garar even indoors. Bu
local farm products and prepared foods that ddawge to be refrigerated
and transported long distances.

Learn which fisheries are endangered, safe sedfansting practices,
and how to shop for fish in an environmentally-anoss way. Avoid
overly packaged, processed food products.

www.oceansalive.org/eat.cfm

Gardening, Naturally

Conserve water by planting drought resistant plamtav.aqua.wisc.edu/
waterlibrary/lawn.asp

Use native plants well adapted to our region. wypa.gov/epahome/hom
htm#lawn

Avoid pesticides and herbicides. cleanairgardenony.

Use push mowers and rakes rather than noisy, efengyyry power mow-
ers and blowers. Compost yard and household washer than having it
trucked away, and use the compost to amend thenggéirden beds. natio
alzoo.si.edu/Publications/GreenTeam/

Keep Toxic Materials Out of our Waste Stream

Recycle all electronics; take batteries, paintssoidents, pesticides and
herbicides, and expired pharmaceuticals to Couitiyf®usehold hazard-
ous waste collection sites. www.montgomerycountgod'swstmpl.asp?
url=/Content/DPWT/solidwaste/collection_servicesiimwv/index.
asp#satellite

Keep our Water Clean

Don’t dump wastes in gutters, storm sewers, orkstddse permeable ma
terials for parking areas and walkways. Keep ratewand pollutants from
running off your lot with rain gardens and rainreds. www.
montgomerycountymd.gov/Content/DEP/Rainscapes/Hdme.

For lots more environmentally-friendly tips, see wglobalstewards.org/
main.htm

D
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References and Resources

This section of the guide includes:
1) List of books in the Ecology section of Templadhuel’s library

2) Additional recommended titles
3) Other resource materials and Web sites

We encourage you to use these references and eesdorbuild your
knowledge and understanding of Judaism and our@mwent.

Temple Emanuel Library Collection

Nature in our Biblical Heritagé Nogah Hareuveni ; translated from Hebrew and
adapted by Helen Frenkley.

Tree and Shrub in our Biblical HeritageNogah Hareuveni ; translated from He-
brew and adapted by Helen Frenkley.

Selection Guide for Planning your Biblical Gardénarsh Hudson-Knapp.

The Splendor of Creation; a Biblical Ecolo@#rnstein, Ellen

Hal Borland’s Twelve Moons of the Year : His Owte8tons from his Nature
Editorials in The New York timésdited by Barbara Dodge Borland.

When Smoke Ran Like Water: Tales of Environmergaéption and the Battle
Against PollutionDevra Davis.

Ecology and the Jewish Spirit: Where Nature andShered MeetEdited and with
Introductions by Ellen Bernstein.

State of the World 200 lavin, Christopher

Earth in the Balance : Ecology and the Human Spi#it Gore.

Judaism and Ecology : a Hadassah Study Guide irp€dion with Shomrei
Adamah, Keepers of the Earth.

Ecology in the Biblé by Nogah Hareuveni in association with Helen kley;
photos. by Nogah Hareuveni, Yaakov Reshef, RaniCasp

The Lost gospel of the Earth : A Call for Renewiajure, Spirit and Politicé
Tom Hayden ; foreword by Joan Halifax ; introduntioy Thomas Berry ; after-
word by Daniel Swartz.

Earth Day Guide to Planet RepdiDenis Hayes

Judaism and Ecologg(dited by Aubrey Rose.
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Noah'’s Garden : Restoring the Ecology of our OwrlB#ards Sara Stein ; with
illustrations by the author.
The Universe is a Green Dragon : A Cosmic CreaSbory/ Brian Swimme.

Torah of the Earth : Exploring 4,000 Years of Egylan Jewish Thouglitedited
by Arthur Waskow

Additional Titles Recommended
An Inconvenient Truth: The Planetary Emergency lob& Warming and What

We Can do About ItAl Gore, Rodale Press 2006.

Bayou Farewell: The Rich Life and Tragic Death ofilsiana’s Cajun Coast/
Mike Tidwell, Pantheon 2003.

The Ravaging Tide: Strange Weather, Future Katriaasl the Coming Death of
America’s Coastal CitiesMike Tidwell, Free Press, 2006.

Trees, earth, and Torah: A Tu B’shvat Antholégfon, Hyman, Waskow, editors,
Jewish Publication Society, 1999.

The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Fouebds/ Michael Pollan, Pen-
guin Press, 2006.

The Botany of Desire: A Plant’'s Eye View of the M/bMichael Pollan, Random
House, 2001.

Six Arguments for a Greener DigtMichael Jacobson, PhD, Center for Science in
the Public Interest, 2006.

"May it be that years
hence, our children and
our children's children

will look back with appre-
ciation to this moment as
one in which we heeded a
great moral imperative of
our time - to fulfill our
sacred obligation to pre-
serve and protect the earth
in all its majesty for those
who will follow."
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Resource Materials and Websites

National Green Pages 2007: A Directory of Produantsl Services for People and
the PlanetCo-op America. www.coopamerica.org

Green Faith Guide: Working Together to Protect &wmbtore Our Environment /
DC Energy Office, 2004. www.dceo.dc.gov Click orPublications and see pages
47-57 for excellent annotated list of resourcesinizations.

Coalition on the Environment and Jewish Life (COEALLight Among the Nations
CFL Campaignwww.coejl.org

Chesapeake Climate Action Netwaidts on climate change issues in our region.
www.chesapeakeclimate.org

Religious Action Center of Reform Judaisnorganizing a climate challenge. rac.
org/advocacy/issues/issuecc/challenge

Greater Washington Interfaith Power and Lighganized the regional screenings
of “An Inconvenient Truth”, sells compact fluorestéulbs at a discount, and as-
sists religious institutions in purchasing greearggy. www.gwipl.org

Carbon Funds a non-profit organization that can guide yoeliminating your
carbon emissions through calculating your carbagiint and purchasing offsets.
www.carbonfund.org

Join the virtual march to stop global warming. wstepglobalwarming.org
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Temple Emanuel Environmental Policy Statement
Adopted by the Board of Trustees, December 19, 2003

Policy Goals

To continue and expand the scope of the Temple’s environmental
stewardship and education programs, the Temple Emanuel Board
of Trustees adopts the following action- oriented goals:

1. Schedule an updated PEPCO audit of the Temple’s new facili-
ties, seek regular audits every five years, and implement further
energy conservation recommendations where feasible.

2. Develop and implement a comprehensive landscaping plan for
the Temple that takes advantage of native plant materials, avoids
harmful chemical fertilizers and pesticides, conserves water, and
provides aesthetic and environmental benefits.

3. Complete and maintain the small biblically-inspired garden on
the Temple grounds, and develop an educational experience relat-
ing the plantings to major Jewish holidays. Use native plants as
substitutes wherever possible.

4. Work with the Kensington Ministerium, Shomrei Adamah, and
the Coalition on the Environment and Jewish Life (COEJL) to pro-
mote environmental stewardship at the local, regional, and national
levels.

5. Review and evaluate Temple recycling programs and improve/
expand recycling where feasible, including the use of high recycled
content paper in the Temple Offices and Religious School.

6. Inventory and evaluate the cleaning products being used by the
Temple, eliminate toxic cleaners, and substitute environmentally
friendly products where practical.

7. Explore the possibility of using “greening” strategies in the se-
lection of food and the disposal of waste.
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8. Work with the Rabbi and the Green Shalom Committee to pro-
mote environmental awareness and education for all Temple mem-
bers by:

a. Conducting an annual Shabbat service with an environ-
mental theme, and a Tu b’Shevat service with a focus on environ-
mental appreciation and healthful foods.

b. Arranging periodic service-related environmental read-
ings at Shabbat services.

c. Providing environmental study opportunities through
adult education courses, coffeehouse programs, book reviews,
speakers, etc.

d. Incorporating the Jewish dimension of environmental
stewardship into the religious school curricula, including lectures,
field trips, readings, discussions, etc.

e. Conducting a periodic workshop on Judaism and the
environment for religious school teachers.

f. Promoting carpooling and other transportation alterna-
tives that improve air quality and reduce congestion and parking
problems.

g. Working with the Rabbi and Social Justice Task Force to
pursue opportunities for environmental advocacy.

"Torah was born of a desert experience. We founctall for truth through the path of
‘mitzvah’ commandment in the wilderness. In turtis bur responsibility to care for
God's wilderness and all creation.”



